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S U RV I V I N G E V E R E S T
Chaska resident Neal Muller will be speaking on “Surviving Everest
and the Seven Summits.” Mueller climbed Mt. Everest last spring, and
the final of his seven summits (Mt. Kosciusko in Australia) in December.
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 28. Free.
Chaska Library, 3 City Hall Plaza.
Call (952) 448-3886 for information and see Web site
at www.nealmueller.com.
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Chaska’s Neal Mueller and his climbing team negotiate the Khumbu glacier
during a successful expedition to the top of Mt. Everest. Mueller reached the
summit on June 2 – one of the last mountaineers to do so before the end of
the climbing season.

Chaska mountaineer
Neal Mueller scales seven summits
By Tim McGovern
You’ve traveled the world,
gotten off the beaten path and
snapped some great photos.
You still probably haven’t
been where Neal Mueller has.
Mueller of Chaska has
stood at the highest points
on all seven of the earth’s
continents. He is one of the
youngest mountaineers and
one of three Minnesotans to

complete the feat, known as
the seven summits.
A December jaunt with
his family to the top of Mt.
Kosciusko in Australia was
the final summit in the series
for Mueller.
Mueller is a skilled climber
who has luck on his side. He
has summited all seven peaks
on the first try, surviving severe sunburn and bleeding
corneas from a blazing sun

atop Mt. Elbrus in Europe,
and weathered howling arctic winds to reach the top of
Mt. Vinson in Antarctica. He
endured a grueling two-month
expedition to reach the top of
Mt. Everest last spring, braving the thin air, crossing huge
crevasses and successfully
waiting out the tricky weather to become one of the final
summiteers of the season.
Mueller, 28, has since hit

ing basements, kitchen design,
selecting a home remodeler,
landscaping, windows, and
remodeling with ICF (insulated
concrete forms).
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25, and
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 26.
Admission, parking free.
Chapel Hill Academy Campus, 306 W.
78th St., Chanhassen (located one block
east of the Chanhassen Dinner Theatres).
(952) 934-3903.

eer, Mueller said he endures
some friendly ribbing from
time to time. He said he
has heard catcalls when he
scales the climbing wall at
Lifetime Fitness in Chanhassen: “Come on, get up there!
You climbed Everest!”

FOR INTERVIEW
WITH NEAL MUELLER
SEE PAGE 3

The Prior Lake Players present their Spring 2006 production of “Golden Wedding,” an original work. This
two-act comedy was written by Prior Lake resident Don Arneson, and will be directed by Christopher J.
King. It follows a day in the life of a Minnesota couple in 1940 preparing for their 50th wedding anniversary
celebration. When the festivities are threatened by a blizzard, the couple reminisces on their life together.
Originally written in 1980, “Golden Wedding” has never been performed in front of an audience.
7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 24; 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25; 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 26; 7 p.m.
Friday, March 3; 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, March 4; and 2 p.m. Sunday, March 5.
$10 for adults, $8 for senior citizens and students, and $6 for children under 10. Tickets can be
purchased at the door before each performance.
Prior Lake High School theater, 7575 150th St. W., Savage.
www.priorlakeplayers.org. The “Golden Wedding” First Niters Party will take place Feb. 24 at Hollywood Bar & Grill, 16691 Hwy. 13, Prior Lake, following that evening’s performance. Cost is $20
per person, which includes one ticket for the performance and admission to the after-party.
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Chanhassen actor
Bill Coldwell
brings Tevye
to life.

attain his mountaineering
goals. He has put together
sponsorships to attain funding and equipment for his
expensive expeditions.
Though he has conquered
the world’s most challenging and dangerous mountain
peaks, Mueller is ready to take
on new challenges such as
rock climbing and skydiving.
A bonafide world traveler
and card-carrying mountain-

check it out

DIVERSION
Sponsored by the Chanhassen
Chamber of Commerce, the
West Metro Home Improvement and Landscaping Expo is
the largest show of its kind in
the western suburbs. Exhibitors include specialists in landscaping, cabinetry and flooring. Informational seminars
include topics such as finish-

the speaking tour, delivering
inspiring messages to corporate gatherings, and wowing
classroom kids with photos
and equipment from his
expeditions. He will speak
Tuesday at Chaska Library.
Mueller, who has worked
at a venture capital firm in
Washington, D.C., and will
enroll in business school at
Wharton in the fall, has used
his business acumen to help

Wildfire a cut above most of the competition.
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‘You feel like if you can do
this, you can do anything’
Chaska resident Neal Mueller recently talked of his
climbing exploits with Tim McGovern, sports editor
of the Chaska Herald and Chanhassen Villager.
Here is what Mueller had to say about climbing the
tallest mountains on all seven continents.
Interview by Tim McGovern
Q: So you finished the
seven summits. How did the
final one go?
My mom and my two sisters
climbed (Mt. Kosciusko in Australia) together. We took some
pictures.
Q: How did they do on their
climb?
Perfect; they were very
strong. It took about eight
hours – five hours up, three
hours down. We had a lot of
time on the summit. Compared
to Everest, this one was easy. It
wasn’t very dangerous. But that
was cool, because we brought a
bottle of really nice champagne
and some crackers. We had a lot
of time on the summit. We took
a lot of photos.
Q: What’s the weather this
time of year over there?
It was about 50 degrees at
the summit. It was a nice, sunny
day – not a cloud in the sky.
This mountain is 7,000 feet. To
put it in perspective, Everest is
29,000 feet.
Q: Was climbing the seven
summits what you thought it
would be when you started
your quest?
It seemed like something to
aspire to, but you could probably never actually achieve. You
can train to be Tiger Woods,
but you’ll never actually be
Tiger Woods. When you actually achieve it, you have to be
real quick in figuring what your
next goal is, because that’s the
first question everybody asks
you when you get down: “So,
what’s next?” My family was
already asking me that on the
summit. We weren’t on our way
down the mountain yet.
It’s also gratifying to get it.
It increases your self-esteem –
you feel like if you can do this,
you can do anything. But at the
same time, it’s stressful because
you have to have your next bag
of tricks. I’ve been doing a lot of
speaking at schools in Chaska,
Forest Lake, Mankato – all over
the Twin Cities – and a lot of
corporate speaking, too. I’ve
been busy doing that.

Q: How much skydiving
have you done so far?
I’ve been skydiving once.
You have to go about 200 times
before you can go HALO, so
I have 199 left. It’s not that
expensive to get into; it’s certainly cheaper than mountain
climbing.
Q: Do you have any seven
summits-type of long-term
goals in mind?
I have a bunch of silly
mountaineering goals I’ve developed. I think the one that’s
most talked about is the seven
summits, which is the hardest one to achieve. There’s
other ones like climbing all
the 8,000-meter peaks, which
includes Everest. They’re all
located in the Himalayas near
Nepal – the first American did
that about a month ago. These
require two or three weeks at a
time. They’re huge expeditions,
big-time mountains.
Something a Minnesota
guy just did, Roger Truesdale,
is climb the tallest mountains
in all 50 states – called the “50
High Points.” The one in Minnesota is in a cornfield.
Right now, I’m focusing on
the mountains where mountaineering grew up. It really
grew up in Switzerland and
Austria. There’s major mountains there. I want to see what
it’s like to climb like a European. They take a lot more risks
than Americans.
Q: Did you ever think you’d
be doing speaking engagements?
I never thought I’d be speaking in front of people. I give
keynote speeches all the time
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– CEOs of companies follow
me. I introduced the CEO of a
company recently and it’s kind
of a rush, speaking to a group
bigger than the town I grew up
in. I think I’ll have a lot of cool
stories for the fall.
The reason why I do this is
that most kids have never seen
mountains. Almost none of
them have left the continent.
I have been in all seven continents, and I’ve seen the tallest
mountains on all seven from the
top. If I can inspire one or two
of them to think that “Hey, a
guy from Chaska did that, I can
do what I want.” Maybe they
go and become an Olympian
swimmer, or become president
of a company or found a nonprofit. If I can help empower
them to do that, then that’s
where it’s at.
I wouldn’t have thought
five years ago that I’d get to
do Everest. If it wouldn’t have
been for mentors in my life telling me, “Yes you can, you’re the
little engine that could,” then I
wouldn’t have done it myself.

It’s not easy
to reach the
top of remote
mountains.
Neal Mueller
and his
companions
had to lash
ladders
together to
negotiate
crevasses
during an
expedition to
the top of Mt.
Everest last
spring.

Q: Who were some of those
mentors for you?
My grandma. When I was
a boy, I’d swim across the lake
where she lived in St. Cloud.
I’d come back and expect her
to scold me for doing it, but
she would ask me how long it
took me to do it. She’d say, “It
shouldn’t take you an hour, you
could do it in 45 minutes.” So
I would have to do it faster the
next day. It got me out of her
hair. I’m a lot easier to deal with
after working out. My grandma
was a big motivator in my life.
TimMcGoverncanbereached
at scores@swpub.com.
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Mueller has conquered the highest
summits on all seven of the world’s
continents. A December jaunt with his
family to the top of Mt. Kosciusko in
Australia was the final summit in the
series for Mueller.
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Q: You’re a young guy; it’s
North America
not like this is your final stage
May 2003
in your life.
Africa
June
I’m going to school at WharAsia
Feb.
2004
ton in the fall. I’ll be climbing
South
a bunch of mountains this
America
summer, and I’ll be living in
the Swiss Alps – that will be a
Jan. 2005
continuation of my mountainAntarction
eering. And I’m getting into
more rock climbing – I’ve done
mostly ice climbing to date.
There’s probably some other sports I’d like to get into.
I’d like to get into HALO skydiving – it’s high-altitude, lowopening skydiving from 30,000 feet. I’ve stood at 29,000 feet
on land, so I could probably skydive from there. It takes a
lot of skydiving experience, which is something I’d have to
amass.
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