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Blaine is main
track event
Chaska junior Logan Stroman will
compete in the 400-meter dash at
the state meet, set for Friday and
Saturday at the National Sports
Center in Blaine.
The Class AA 400 prelims start at
approximately 12:10 p.m. on Friday.
Stroman will also compete in the
high jump, which has its event
prelims and finals starting at noon on
Saturday.
Holy Family junior Jimbo Bell
competes in the Class A high jump
competition, which starts at 9 a.m.
on Saturday.
Holy Family junior Tom Burke
competes in the Class A pole vault
event, which has prelims and finals
under way at 3 p.m. Friday.
Holy Family’s 4x200 relay team has
event finals set for approximately
11:53 a.m. on Saturday. There are
no prelims.
Holy Family junior J Kramer runs
in the 100 dash prelims, 3:45 p.m.
Friday. Finals are Saturday.
Holy Family junior Bria Wetsch
competes in the Class A 3,200 finals,
set for approximately 5:40 p.m. on
Friday.
Wetsch also qualified in the
1,600, which has its event finals
at approximately 12:18 p.m. on
Saturday.
Visit www. mshsl.org for full state
track schedule.
See page 18 for more on Holy
Family’s section meet.

Chaska junior
Logan Stroman
crosses the
ﬁnish line to win
the 400 dash
at the Section
6AA meet last
week in Apple
Valley. Stroman
qualiﬁed for the
state meet with
a school-record
time of 49.24
seconds.

FLYING TO
THE FINISH
Tim McGovern
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With a quick lap around the
track and a soaring high jump,
Chaska’s Logan Stroman will
pull double-duty at the state track
and field meet in Blaine.
Stroman finished second in the
high jump at the Section 6AA
meet last week in Apple Valley,
clearing 6 feet, 5 inches.
Stroman won his heat race

of the 400 dash in 50.87 seconds
and lowered the time to 49.24 in
Thursday’s finals to set a new
Hawks school record and qualify
for the state meet. The previous
Hawk record was held by Ben
Reinhardt, set in 1991.
The Hawks took third place
in the team standings with 66.5
points, just 4.5 behind secondplace Minnetonka. Burnsville
dominated the meet with 146
points.
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Chaska’s Neal Mueller was well
aware of the perils and pitfalls of
Mt. Everest when he embarked
on an expedition to climb to its
summit.
Mueller, friend Chris Grubb,
expedition leader Jim Williams,
Canadian mountaineer Urszula
Tokarska and a team of Sherpas
were reported back at base camp
Saturday after attempting the
29,029-foot summit last week.
Williams posted a message on
the group’s Web site that Mueller reached the south summit
of Everest at 9:45 a.m. on June
2, along with Sherpas Lhakpa
Gyltsen and Pasang Yella.
Neal’s sister, Emily, a sophomore at Louisiana State University, had no doubt her brother
would summit and retur n to
base camp safely.
“My mom was worried about
it, but I never really was,” she
said. “I just couldn’t believe my
brother would die doing something like that.”
Tokarska, the first Canadian
woman to scale the tallest peaks
on all seven continents, arrived
at the South Summit before sunrise. Mueller’s group was close
behind.
Williams and Grubb did not
reach the summit for undisclosed
reasons.
Waiting for the weather to
clear added excitement to the
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Caitlin Cummings likes to golf.
She travels to warm weather to
get a jump on the high school
season and tees it up in tournaments.
But the last thing the senior
wanted to do last week was tee
up for the 19th time at the Section
6AA Tournament, held June 1 at
Ridges at Sand Creek in Jordan.
Cummings avoided having to
join a half-dozen other golfers
for a state-qualifying playoff by
firing a round of 83.
It wasn’t a sure thing for Cummings to reach the state girls golf
tournament, which got under
way Tuesday at Bunker Hills in
Coon Rapids.
After a triple-bogey and a pair

of doubles, Cummings had to
keep plugging away.
“I had a lot of blow-up holes and
I really struggled at the end of the
front nine,” she said. “I was sure
that I wasn’t going to make it, I
was really upset.”
The senior came back to post a
39 on the final nine holes, to finish in 83 – a score low enough for
third overall.
“She just didn’t give up,”
Chaska coach Pam Schmillen
said. “She knew 44 was a high
score in the front in order to
go to the state tournament this
year. We figured it would have
to be in the low 80s because the
competition’s very tight.”
Chaska finished sixth in the
section with a team score of 354.
Burnsville dominated the tourney, shooting 332 to top Eden
Prairie by 12 strokes.
Kim McClintick finished in
89 for the Hawks, with fellow
juniors Casey McCall and Amy
Gosewisch carding 91s. Sophomore Alissa Korpi and junior
Kari McClintick finished in 93
for the Hawks.

Cummings was relieved to
not participate in the playoff. Watching the six golfers
head off for the first playoff
hole reminded the senior of
her sophomore season, which
ended in an unsuccessful playoff bid for state.
“I remember I was really nervous,” she said. “All
I could think about was kind
of just getting through the
holes. I made a big putt on 10,
but I duffed my drive on the
next one and had to go short.
Everybody else was over and
I knew they could get pars or
birdies. I knew I was out from
there.”
Getting ready for the state
tour ney while finishing
classes and preparing for
graduation wasn’t easy for
Cummings, who plans to
attend and play golf for St.
Louis University in the fall.
“It’s really tough,” she said.
“I have a lot of stuff going on.
Hopefully, I can just finish
everything. I’ll do it, I’ll get
through it.”

final summit push.
“At the moment it is like controlling a team of wild horses,”
Williams wrote on June 1. “They
are all head strong and headed for
the summit.”
Mueller’s expedition group
encountered rough weather,
long days spent waiting for good
weather and getting used to the
low oxygen levels, and dealt
with the death of climbers in
other groups.
An avalanche buried part of
base camp midway through the
expedition while Mueller’s group
was further up the mountain.
Mueller and his team are
breaking camp and heading
back to Kathmandu, Nepal. Return flights to the U.S. depart
this weekend.
“Everyone is safe and looking forward to returning home
soon,” Williams wrote.
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Are you
ready for
baseball?
Good!
If you love baseball, be prepared to
park it at Chaska Athletic Park for
much of the next month.
The Final Four of Section 6-3A
took place Wednesday between Hopkins and Lake Conference powers
Eastview and Burnsville.
The Class A baseball tournament
comes to Chaska and Jordan on June
16-17.
The high school season draws to a
close June 23-25 with the Lions All-Star
Series, which showcase the state’s top
senior ballplayers. Chaska’s Troy Harlander and Jordan’s Tyler Oakes will
suit up for the Metro West squad.
Four teams will take the field in the
round-robin tournament.
The Lions All-Star banquet is set
for 7 p.m. on June 23 at the Chaska
Ballroom. Tickets are $12 per person.
Reservations can be made with Lion
Bob Wharton at (952) 784-5040.
Nine-inning games take place June
24 at 4:30 and 7 p.m. Seven-inning contests take place June 25 at 10 a.m., and
12:30, 3:30 and 6 p.m.

Legion starts
Chaska’s and Chanhassen’s American Legion posts are teaming to put
two baseball teams on the field this
summer.
Chaska/Chanhassen II started Monday with a loss to Prior Lake.
The first team, which includes
many Chaska varsity players and a
few 2004 returnees, gets under way
against Hopkins, 6 p.m. Sunday at
Athletic Park. Post 57 returns home to
take on Northfield, 7 p.m. Monday. The
team travels to Hopkins on Thursday
for a 6 p.m. game.

Legion softball team
beats No. 1

Home front
Emily’s confidence in her
brother’s safety on the dangerous expedition was bolstered by
the caliber of climbers in Neal’s
group.
“He has level-headed people
with him,” Emily said. “He talked to me a lot about his climbing
crew and how much he trusted
them.”
Emily said the family has had
a chance to speak to Neal via satellite phone a few times during
the expedition, and share in the

See page 18 for more on
track.

Cummings
returns to state
golf tournament

Mueller makes highest summit
Tim McGovern

third in the discus with a fling of
141-5 and Tony Rudloff finished
third in the shot put with a toss
of 48-5 3/4.
Jeremy Kehn qualified for
the finals in the 100 dash with a
sprint of 11.78 and took seventh
in the finals with a time of 11.92.
Bobby Downs took fourth in the
pole vault, clearing 13 feet.

from the
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time to 1:58.06 to place fourth
in the finals. D.J. Miller held the
Hawk record with a time of 1:
59.0 in 1986.
Robbie Wilson extended his
own school record in the long
jump, with a top leap of 21 feet, 7
inches to take fifth place.
Wilson also extended his triple
jump mark with a sixth-place
distance of 42-8.
Chaska’s throwers also placed
well, as senior Sam Whitney took

Perseverance, putting
Tim McGovern

Chaska senior Caitlin Cummings hits an iron shot late
in the Section 2AA tournament June 1 at Ridges at Sand
Creek in Jordan. Cummings shot 83 to qualify for the
state tournament, which began Tuesday in Coon Rapids.

Last year, Chaska finished seventh with 43 points.
Several Hawk long-standing
records fell at sections.
Chaska’s Obsa Taddese finished sixth in the 3,200 run with a
time of 9:54.17 to top the Chaska
record of 9:54.2, set by Kurt Kotsonas in 1989.
Nick Wollan bettered the Hawk
record in the 800 with a run of
1:58.83 – the fifth-fastest time in
the prelims. Wollan pared his
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Chaska native Neal Mueller poses at a ground-level rock during a recent expedition
to Vinson Massif in Antarctica. With a June 2 summitting of Mt. Everest, Mueller has
now reached the tallest peaks in six of the seven continents.
emotion as Neal neared the top of
the world.
“I talked to my brother on satellite phone right before he summitted,” she said. “He cried because
he hadn’t talked to my mother in
so long.”

The expedition kept in touch
with friends and family through
Internet postings, as well as personal e-mails.
Emily drove up from Louisiana
last week to share in her brother’s
return. Travel delays in Tibet have

pushed back Neal’s arrival to
June 12 or 13.
“I just want him home now,”
Emily said.
Review the expedition’s
dispatches and view photos at
www. exploradus.com.

The Chaska Legion Post 57 men’s
softball team defeated the top-rated
team in the state to win the 22nd annual Augusta Softball Tournament.
Post 57 topped Harvey’s Bar, T.C.
Windows and Lenzen, before topping
the Class-A Pearson’s Auto Body for
the championship.
Team members include: Shane
Bachmann, James Grant, Nate
Pelowski, Andrew Larson, Mark
Voss, Brandon Hermann, Jason
Christianson, Troy Bachmann, John
Taylor, John Grant, Steve Brown, Jeff
Schmidt and Tony Hanson.
The team is preparing to host 16
teams for the fifth annual wood bat
tournament at Lions Park, set for
June 24-25.

